a few crowns to any that writ on the king's side; whereas the
emperor gave a benefice of five hundred ducates to one, and of
six hundred crowns to another, that writ for the queen. Yet,
though on the one side men were poorly paid for their trouble,
and on the other richly rewarded, yet the most eminent men
were universally for the king.

It may here be added that Erasmus, whose name was in the
greatest esteem at that time, though he could not be prevailed with
to write for the king, for fear of the pope and the emperor, in
whose dominions he lived; yet he went so far as to give great
encomiums of the worth and virtues of Sir Thomas Boleyn, then
earl of Wiltshire, in his book, De 1?reparations ad Mortem, which he
dedicates to him; and this was all the approbation that his cir-
cumstances made it convenient for him to shew of the king's cause.

On this general consent of the learned in his favour, the king
was told he might proceed to a second marriage, the first being of
itself null and void; and, accordingly, he married Anne Boleyn,
the twenty-fifth of January, 15 3 3.1
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